
T h e  B e a c o n  
F i r s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h   

o f  S e a l  B e a c h  

Inspiring the world as passionate followers of Jesus Christ so all may experience God’s life-giving love. 

Fantastic Folders 
 (562) 431-0494. Jeanne 
Mignacca Fri. @ 11:00am. 
 

Lunch Bunch 
 Dolores Wildermuth. 
(562) 594-6858. Dec. 7th @ 11:30am 
@ Shenandoah at the Arbor. 
 

Men’s Breakfast Group 
 Greg Fellers (562) 296-5889. 
Every Thurs. @ 7:00am @ Denny’s 
on Westminster. 
 

Miracle Prayer Group 
Charlotta Butler (562) 431-8540 
Sunday after service & on second 
Sat. @ 10:00am for Study.  
 

Mission Ministry Fellowship 
 (562) 431-0494. First Thur. @ 
10:00am. 
 

Music Ministry 
 Anjanette Navarro 
(714) 305-2313. Children’s singing @ 
YEBs. Choir rehearsals Sun. 8:30 & 
11:30am. Bell choir Wed. 6:00pm. 
 

Prayer Chain Covenant 
Charlotta Butler (562) 431-8540 
Or call office for information. 
prayerchain@firstchurchsealbeach 
.org 
 

Children’s Ministry 
Jaime Lopez (562) 431-6340 & 
Beth Barinek (562) 596-8038, Renate 
Carnegie (562) 596-0202. 
 

United Methodist Women 
 Call Kathy Fellers (562) 296-
5889, Renate Carnegie (562) 991-
5918. 2nd Mon. @ 10:00am. 
 

Young Explorers of the Bible 
(YEBs) Kindergarten - 6th grade. 
1st & 3rd Mon. @ 4:30pm Dec. 4th 
& 18th. 
 

Youth Group Middle School & 
High School   Sue Dunbar 
(562) 260-1418 or email 
sldunbar@roadrunner.com for 
information. 

Annual Charge Conference, Saturday, 
December 9th 9:30am – This is our annual 
meeting with our District Superintendent. We 
will look at the past year and vision the year 
to come. All are welcome to attend; a 
breakfast will be served at 8:30am. 
 

St. Nicholas Visit, Sunday December 10th – In 
Sunday morning worship St. Nicholas will 
come and visit to share his calling to serve 
others in the name of Christ. He will have 
chocolate coins for all who come. The YEB’s 
will also be sharing a special song with us 
during worship. 
 

Third Sunday of Advent December 17th - This 
is our Sunday to take a big breath and 
remember who we are celebrating and 
remember we serve a great God. 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent December 24th 
9:30am – Yes, we are having worship in the 
morning and it is the 4th Sunday of Advent not 
Christmas Eve (yet). The sermon title for the 
morning is “Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.” 
Come and join us as we complete the Advent 
Season, a time of anticipation, and get ready 
to spring into the season of Christmas 
 

Christmas Eve December 24th, 5:00pm & 
7:00pm – There will be two very different 
worship opportunities to celebrate Christmas 
this year. The first service at 5:00pm will be 
focused on the younger ones. This is a family 
service that is open to all. This year the 
animals will tell the story of Jesus’ birth, we 
will feature the Donkey, the Cow, the Sheep 
and the Camel. Holy Communion will be 
served, and we will conclude in the 
Fellowship Hall with the lighting of candles 
and the singing of “Silent Night.” The 7:00pm 
service will feature our Choir with a special 
Cantata celebrating the birth of Jesus. As 
with the earlier service we will celebrate with 
Holy Communion and conclude in the 
Fellowship Hall with the lighting of candles 
and the singing of “Silent Night.”   
 

Greetings Friends; 
 

Advent/Christmas Season is quickly 
approaching and I believe the leadership of 
First Church have some wonderful opportunities 
for all ages to experience the magic of the 
season. 
 

The season begins with “Christ the King 
Sunday,” November 26th. This is one of those 
unique years where the Sunday following 
Thanksgiving is not the First Sunday of Advent.  
Rather we have designated it as “Alternative 
Christmas Gift Giving Day.” All of us have those 
few folks that have everything and need 
nothing, so we are stumped what to get them.  
Well we have the answer, a toilet or a goat for 
someone in need. You will have an opportunity 
to support Habitat for Humanity, Heifer Project 
or the Long Beach Rescue mission by 
purchasing items for others in need, in the 
name of a loved one. 
 

Messy Church – Messy Christmas, Sunday 
November 26th 4:30pm-6:30pm. This is a multi-
generational worship event that begins with 
Christmas activities. From there we have a time 
of Celebration in the Sanctuary and we will 
conclude with a wonderful dinner. I hope you 
can join us for this worship service. 
 

Christmas Parade Friday December 1st – Once 
again we will be participating in the Seal Beach 
Christmas Parade. We will begin assembling 
the Float in the parking lot at 3:30pm and for 
those who wish to ride meet us on Ocean 
between 10th and 12th streets around 6:30pm, 
the parade begins at 7:00pm. We will also need 
help breaking the float down after, in the 
parking lot around 8:00pm. 
 

Hanging of the Green’s December 3rd – To 
celebrate the First Sunday of Advent we will 
once again celebrate worship with the Hanging 
of the Greens. The Youth and YEB’s will lead 
us in this meaningful service. 
 Conf. on page 2 
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Worship Sunday morning December 
31st. – One of the traditions of the United 
Methodist Church that comes from the 
time of the founder John Wesley is the 
Covenant Service which is usually part 
of the “Night Watch Service” on New 
Year’s Eve. Since Sunday worship will 
be on the 31st I thought it might be nice 
to celebrate the “Wesley Covenant 
Service.” It will be a time to reflect on the 
past year and recommit ourselves for 
the new year that will be ready to begin. 
 

I hope you find the Advent and 

Christmas Seasons full of wonder and 

blessings. 

Shalom,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Renate 
Carnegie reviewed the Bank Account 
Analysis and Financial Status reports 
through October 31, 2017. Our income 
YTD totaled $166,328. and expenses 
YTD $168,361 for a difference of 
$-2,034. Renate noted that the General 
Fund has only taken 2 of the 4 budgeted 
draws scheduled for the year. 
 

Endowment and Investment 
Committee:  Pastor Tia reported 
October 31, 2017 balances: Jubilee: 
starting October value, $880,747; 
currently is $889,566. Endowment Fund 
was $105,153; currently it’s $106,335 
Memorials & Bequests: were $169,909 
currently are $171,563. Our final 
Apportionment payment and property 
taxes are due soon. $12,000 will be 
transferred from the Jubilee Account to 
the General Fund.  

MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS: 
 
Worship:  Charlotta Butler reported that 
the Bell Ringers will play again on 
December 17th. She noted that they could 
use more ringers and you do not need to 
read music to be part of that ministry. 
December 3rd is Hanging of the Greens; 
December 10th St. Nicholas will visit. On 
Sunday, December 24th there will be 3 
services: 9:30 am will be the regular 
Sunday morning worship celebrating the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent. Christmas Eve 
services will begin with the Family Service 
at 5:00 pm and a more traditional service 
with the Choir Cantata at 7:00 pm. Both 
Christmas Eve services will include Holy 
Communion and the singing of Silent Night 
with the lightning of candles. 
 

Missions:  Carolyn Nicks shared that the 
last quarter of 2017’s Change for Change 
and Alternative Christmas Giving projects 
will be devoted to the Long Beach Rescue 
Mission, including their Thanksgiving meal. 
Missions will need the Thanksgiving food 
donations by Sunday, December 18th. 
 

UMW:  Kathy Fellers reported that at their 
October meeting, UMW voted to honor 
Tom Blackman with the 2017 UMW 
Candle of Commitment. They have sent 
“’thinking of you cards” to our college 
students. Charlotta noted that calculations 
are not final, but yesterday’s event looks to 
be the most successful Fall Boutique to 
date; the increase mainly due to the Silent 
Auction.   
 

Trustees:  Mike Strawn reported that the 
furnace is fixed. The office door camera 
system has proved to be a helpful safety 
mechanism. In accordance with West 
District safety guidelines, Trustees will 
work on installing a push bar door behind 
choir and a gate system in the upper hall. 
A concern over the frayed chairs was 
brought up; for now we will keep those 
chairs toward the rear of the closet. Early 
in 2018 we will check into repair via the 
initial company or price local menders. In 
regard to our Spinitar recording system, 
Daniel Carnegie questioned the $3,500 fee 
for ordering touch pad control 

improvements. So far, communication 
with the company has been 
unimpressive. Nick Morgan is going to 
take on the upstairs bathrooms as an 
Eagle Scout project. This may include 
new commodes, sinks, counters, towel-
vending machines and wall paint.   
 

LAY LEADER REPORT:  Greg Fellers 
reported that we had 5 volunteers on our 
October Habitat build day. We mostly 
painted primer on rafter tails and trim 
boards. The November date is the 16th, 
but so far only have 2 signed up. We had 
our first Alternative Christmas 
Giving Market at the Fall Boutique 
yesterday and raised $260. 
 

We had originally talked about sending 
an UMVIM rebuild team to Texas 
sometime early next year. With the 
catastrophic damage caused by the 
Napa area fires, we are wondering if we 
might readjust our focus there. Logistics 
and costs would be reduced. Let Greg 
know what you think and we might make 
a decision at our next meeting. 
Greg will be attending an Orange County 
Faith Leaders Forum on the homeless 
November 15th. 
 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Tia 
reminded us that November 19th is 
Thanksgiving Sunday and Stewardship 
Sunday. As mentioned in worship, we 
will be transitioning into a more secure 
church by implementing the West District 
guidelines in regard to locked doors, 
usher and congregation seating and 
more. Our Charge Conference will be 
held on December 9th. The day’s 
timeline: 8:30 am breakfast (Fellers); 
9:00 am DS with SPPRC; 9:30 am 
Charge Conference. Our actual budget 
will not be complete until January but 
she added that our Apportionments are 
$22 less than last year. The Lay 
Leadership committee will be working on 
leadership positions.  
 

Next meeting: Church Conference, 
December 9, 2017 at 9:30 am 

Conf. from page 2 

 

Brief Administrative Council 
Minutes – Nov. 12, 2017 

by Kathy Fellers 
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I recently attended a meeting entitled 
Faith Leaders Forum on Homelessness 
at the Mount of Olives Church in Mission 
Viejo. This “round table” was sponsored 
by the Orange County Interfaith Net-
work. Although this meeting was attend-
ed by and the discussion revolved 
around faith communities in the south 
county, there was much to be learned 
and possibly used here in our part of the 
county. 
 

Our first presenter was Lisa Bartlett, 
their District 5 County Supervisor, and a 
leader who is very involved and proac-
tive with the homelessness issue. She 
shared a video presented by a faith coa-
lition of Orange County, FL and the City 
of Orlando. The demographics for this 
area are remarkably similar to our OC. 
They were spending large sums of mon-
ey toward the “felt need” we respond to 
as Christians. They were feeding hun-
dreds, providing clothing, built a full-
service drop in center, and so on. After 
$1.5 million, they hadn’t reduced home-
lessness at all. 
 

They re-assessed their practices and 
took a new look at goals. Most im-
portantly they made partnerships – with 
businesses, the county and city, and 
other non-profits. The core goal became 
to enhance each person’s dignity and 
safety by finding ways to provide a home 
to every individual who sought one. By 
re-directing resources already being 
spent in a new direction, the results 
were dramatic. 
 

The second presentation was from Fam-
ily Assistance Ministries, a faith based 
non-profit active with homeless, or in 
danger of becoming homeless, families 
in the south county. Their newest initia-
tive is the Church Neighboring Project. 
The FAM has opened 2 shelters in south 
OC, specifically for families, single 
moms and single dads. The idea is that 

a small team of people at each church 
becomes trained as “neighbors”. They then 
assume the responsibility for providing a 
support system for a family. The success 
rate for permanently escaping homeless-
ness is close to 90% when there is a 
mechanism in place for continual and con-
tinued informed support and guidance. 
 

The third presentation was from Pastor Ric 
Olsen, from the City of Orange, where a 
faith coalition led a community wide effort 
to study and develop a plan for the home-
less in their community. The City ap-
proached the faith communities to seek 
help in addressing the problem of “toxic 
charity.” Well-meaning organizations who 
bring truck loads of food and clothing to 
the Santa Ana river camps, or feed large 
numbers of folks at a downtown park; but 
then leave; are actually making the situa-
tion worse. Those practices attract individ-
uals but whom then are left to their own 
devices when those handouts don’t appear 
the next day. The faith community recog-
nized that they needed to balance their 
moral obligation with their civic obligation 
to protect the security and safety of those 
citizens with homes, as well as the home-
less. 
 

The partnership that evolved between the 
faith coalition, the City, other nonprofit or-
ganizations and law enforcement meant 
that all had a place at the table, not only to 
have a voice in planning and decisions, but 
in the responsibility for carrying the pro-
gram forward. The City now has a family-
oriented full-service short term housing 
shelter and they have significantly expand-
ed the number of outreach teams and 
broadened their make up so that law en-
forcement, medical and mental health ad-
vocates, and housing assistants are pre-
sent together on the streets. 
 

Is the City of Orange model reproducible? I 
think so, but for us, maybe on a slightly 
more regional basis that includes, not only 

Seal Beach, but Los Alamitos, Westmin-
ster and Huntington Beach. This area 
represents a large enough base so there 
is a critical mass of resources to put to-
ward a concerted plan. This possibility is 
what I continue to explore. I feel we 
should continue to be open to any possi-
bility of forming collaborative partner-
ships. 
 

What does this mean for our congrega-
tion? Maybe it’s a matter of taking a new 
look at how we interact with our home-
less citizens. Is it possible to do more 
than simply hand a stranger a bag lunch 
and see them on their way? There’s a 
story there, if we show our interest and 
can take the time to listen, about this 
child of God, no matter how badly they 
look, smell or sound. And once they are 
willing/able to tell that story, the doors 
begin to open to opportunities to help in 
a much more profound way. 
 

Homelessness continues to be a huge 
challenge for every community, but turn-
ing the tide needs to start with each one 
of us. 
 

In other “news” our Long Beach Habitat 
build day for December will be Thursday 
the 21st. There is something to do for 
anyone who wishes to join in. Please 
contact me if you have any questions. 
Also, don’t forget the Alternative Christ-
mas Giving Market after church on 
November 26th. If you missed that day 
but still want to participate, please con-
tact me. Remember, besides Habitat for 
Humanity, we are also supporting Heifer 
Project International and the Long Beach 
Rescue Mission. 
 
Greg Fellers, 

Lay Leader 

 

Lay Leader 
by Greg Fellers 
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AGAIN YOUR GENEROSITY 
IS OVERWHELMING! 

 
United Methodist Women would like to 
extend a HUGE thank you to all of you in 
the church and community who helped 
make our Fall Boutique such a lively and 
lucrative success. We are able to distrib-
ute $3,154.95 toward these 7 mission 
projects: Interval House, Toberman 
Neighborhood Center, We Care-Los 
Alamitos, Sierra Service Project, Long 
Beach Rescue Mission, Orangewood 
Children & Family Center, David and 
Margaret Youth and Family Services, 
plus, contribute to the Pastor’s Discre-
tionary Fund.  
 

We would especially like to thank the 
generous contributors to our new Silent 
Auction display: Captain Sonne, 
Harlene Goodrich, Jeff & Jaime Lopez, 
Dan & Renate Carnegie, Charoltta 
Butler, Pam Cross, Joyce Strawn, and 
Kathy Fellers. You are all winners but 
here are folks with the magic bids: 
 

Russian Quilt: Linda Stoskopf; 
Christmas Quilt: Marybeth Sisk 
   (the Feller’s bike friend); 
Baking Basket & Taste of Seal Beach:   
   Sue Selby; 
Baseball Cards: Ellen Bitters (vendor); 
“A Christmas Carol” production: 
   Joyce Strawn; 
Duffy Tour: Tom Clasby; 
Prep Kitchen Essentials: 
   Debbie Hitchings; 
Centerpiece: Harlene Goodrich; 
Carrot Cake: Christian Sonne; 
Christmas Wreath: Jerrie Chapin; 
Harbor Cruise: Mike Strawn (plus a 2nd 
cruise! Greg Fellers); 
Fairy Seashore: Maxwell Carnegie. 
 
 
 
 

Your enthusiasm for our “Baked Goods in 
a Jar” was wonderful and we hope you 
enjoy giving them as Christmas gifts. We 
appreciate all of our bakers and jar-fillers: 
Barbara Arnold, Vivien Irving, Carolyn 
Nicks, Pastor Tia, Joyce Strawn, Charlotta 
Butler, Renate Carnegie, Pam Cross,  
Debbie Hitchings & Family, Kathy Fellers, 
Tom Curd, Ryan Morgan, Linda Stoskopf, 
Harlene Goodrich, Merry Carol Rudnick, 
Jeanne Mignacca, Bonnie Mc Carthy, 
Susie Morgan, Linda Smith, Phylis Crosby, 
Mary Walton, Beth Barinek, Taylor 
McCallum, Donna Hulshizer and Pat 
Hines.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were pleased to have a hard-working, 
semi-professional kitchen crew led by Chef 
Renate and Chef Nick. Thank you slicers, 
dicers and servers Jerrie Chapin, Linda 
Stoskopf, Emily Curd, Nicolette, Wendy 
and Kathleen Dunbar and friend Flynn.  
No list of Wonder Workers would be com-
plete without our man-power crew: Dan 
Carnegie, Dan Butler, Mike Strawn, Darrel 
Stoskopf, Russ Cross, Richard Irving and 
Greg Fellers. We hope that we have 
acknowledged all who helped add to our 
success; if not, the Lord knows you were 
there with us.  

UMW 
By Kathy Fellers 

Barbara Arnold, Carolyn Nicks, Pam Cross, Joyce Strawn 

Seth Eaker, Debbie Hitchings, Pat Hines 

Vivien Irving, Renate Carnegie, Nick Morgan, 
Jerrie Chapin 

Dan Butler, Darrel Stoskopf, Mike Strawn, 
Dan Carnegie 
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UMW brings you:

 
At the Fall Boutique you may have 
noticed Sak Saum, with their “little 
store” of unique and quality clothing, 
jewelry, accessories, backpacks, purs-
es and more. Located near Cambo-
dia’s capital of Phnom Penh, Sak 
Saum is a ministry dedicated to the 
rescue, restoration, transformation and 
rehabilitation of vulnerable and exploit-
ed women and men. Their name 
means “value” or “worth” in the Cam-
bodian language, and is focused on 
ending the devastating cycle of human 
trafficking and abject poverty by restor-
ing dignity and transforming lives. Sak 
Saum is committed to creating a nur-
turing, empowering environment which 
facilitates vocational training in sewing, 
metal and wood work; inner healing 
from past abuse; developing an excel-
lent work ethic; and growth in life skills 
and leadership. 
 

We hope that you enjoyed their crea-
tions as much as they enjoyed creating 
them. The proceeds from the sale of 
Sak Saum products went directly back 
into the work of rescue and restoration. 
We were able to raise $483 for them. 

 

Tis the Season of Celebration 
 

All women are welcome to our annual 
Christmas Event on Tuesday, December 
12th starting at 5:30 pm. Join us….we 
have much to celebrate here at First 
Church! Together we will discover and 
celebrate how Christmas is a reminder of 
God with us/in us that provides us oppor-
tunities to encounter Christ among 
friends and strangers.  
 
We will enjoy camaraderie sharing a 
hearty soup and salad buffet. Bring your 
Christmas spirit and an ingredient to add 
to the salad. Please RSVP: Kathy Fellers 
at 562-296-5889. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Trustees have been working on 
pending projects during November. 
  
The new security system at the office 
door outside entrance seems to be 
working well. 
  
Lights outside the church have been 
repaired and replacement parts for the 
furnace have been installed and com-
pleted. Thank you Greg Fellers & 
Darrel Stoskopf for the help on these 
repairs. 
  
A new freezer was purchased for the 
kitchen in the Fellowship Hall. Thank 
you Dan Carnegie & Carolyn Nicks for 
all your research on this project. 
  
Russ Cross has completed repairs on 
the outside entrance door. 
  
Nick Morgan is planning to work with 
his advisor on our upstairs bathrooms 
for his Eagle Scout Project early next 
year. 
  
As always, please notify one of the 
Trustees if a repair is needed. 
  
Mike Strawn 
President, Board of Trustees 
 
Board of Trustees: 
Lynn Adkins 
Dan Carnegie 
Daniel Carnegie 
Richard Irving 

UMW 
By Kathy Fellers 

Pam Cross, Pat Hines 

Trustees 
by Mike Strawn 

Office closed  
Monday Dec. 25th & Jan. 

1st 
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Friday, Dec. 1st - Seal Beach 
Christmas Parade 

We will once again have our float in the 
Christmas Parade. We need help to as-
semble starting around 3:30pm. Riders 
to wave to the crowd at 6:30pm. And 
several people to help dismantle the float 
around 8:00pm. Please contact Pastor 
Tia if you will be able to help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, Dec. 3rd - The First Sunday of 

Advent is Hanging of the Greens  
The worship service will include scripture 
readings, carol singing and description of 
the traditional decorations that will be put 
in place during the service. Ever wonder 
why we hang wreaths for Christmas? 
Well, come to worship and find out. 
 

December Birthdays 
David Stoskopf 
Jeanna Stoskopf 
Will Harvey 
John Morgan 
Walt Otto 
Ed Harvey 
Joshua Butler 
David Ferris 
Rev. Kathey Wilborn 
Fabiola Hill 
Vivien Irving 
Nick Morgan 
Merry Carol Rudnick 
 
 

 
December Anniversaries 

4th Justin & Bonnie McCarthy 
7th Fred & Phylis Crosby 

 

 

Mission Ministry Fellowship  
by Renate Carnegie 

Food for the Hungry 
Sunday Dec. 3rd is food donation for 
ready-to-eat food for the homeless. 
Suggestions are pop-top cans of fish, 
chicken, fruit, etc., small juice boxes & 
water. Health items like toothbrushes, 
soap, small bottles of shampoo/
conditioner and lotion are also 
appreciated.  

Please no glass containers, they 
break. 

 

THE PANTYRY NEEDS 
RESTOCKING 

 

Since the last Beacon we have given 
out 25 lunches & peanut butter 
sandwiches. 

Alternative Christmas Giving Market, 
Sunday, Nov. 26th 

There will be tables set up in Fellowship 
Hall after worship to host our alternative 
giving opportunity. You will have the 
chance to learn about Habitat for Hu-
manity, Heifer Project and the Long 
Beach Rescue Mission and “purchase” 
gifts given in the name of a family mem-
ber or a friend. Cards and stationary will 
be available to send to your loved ones 
informing them of your gift to one of 
these worthy causes in their honor. 

Greg Fellers - Alternate Christmas Giving Market 

The 2018 Altar Flower calendar will be 
posted Dec. 1st. 
 

The 2017 Altar Flower calendar is on 
the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall 
for those who wish to commemorate a 
special person or event. The 2018 cal-
endar will be posted by Dec. 1st. Your 
gift of flowers for the altar on Sunday 
morning really adds beauty and mean-
ing to our services. We have several 
openings for flowers including  Dec. 
10th & 31st. If you’d like to provide flow-
ers for any of the above dates and 
state it’s in honor or memory of a spe-
cial person or occasion. You can sign 
up on the flower calendar in the Fellow-
ship Hall, call the office or send an 
email: 
office@firstchurchsealbeach.org 
Thank you. 

 
 
 

Youth Group 
Middle School & High School  

 

The Youth Group meets once a 
month for social activities, work relat-
ed projects, community service and 
religious studies. The group is open to 
all middle school and high school stu-
dents regardless if they are a church 
member or not. 
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S m a l l  G r oup s  @  F i r s t  Chu r ch  

 
Lunch Bunch 

Thursday, Dec. 7th @ 11:30am 
@ Shenandoah @ the Arbor 

This is a group of restaurant goers who 
meet once a month, usually on the last 
Thursday to give support to each other 
and encourage each other in their 
Christian walk. We meet for devotion 
and fellowship. Please call Dolores 
Wildermuth @ (562) 594-6858 to make 
your reservation. 
 

Music Ministry 
Children’s singing @ YEBs. Choir 
rehearsals Sunday @ 8:30 & 11:30am. 
Bell Choir Wed. @ 6:00pm. 
 

Friday Folders @ 11:00am 
On most Fridays some wonderful people 
come to fold your bulletins and Beacon. 
The Jan. Beacon will be folded on, 
Fri., Dec. 29th. Please call the 
office @ (562) 431-0494 for information. 

 
Men’s Breakfast Group 
Thursdays @ 7:00am 

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets at 
Denny’s on Westminster. For more 
information please contact Greg Fellers 
@ (562) 296-5889. 

 
 

Mission Ministry Fellowship 
Thursday, Dec. 7th 

@ 10:00am 
Your Mission Ministry Fellowship is 
tasked with supporting local, national 
and international missions for First 
Church. They meet for discussion and 
fellowship on the first Thursday @ 
10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. They 
also sponsor some events throughout 
the year such as Souper Bowl Sunday, 
food drives and fundraisers. Everyone is 
welcome at our Thursday meetings! 
 

 
 

 
 

Miracle Prayer Ministry 
Sundays after Service  

The Miracle Prayer Ministry Group is 
available every Sunday in the Sanctuary 
after the service for your prayer needs. 
They also meet on the second Saturday 
@ 10:00am for study. They pray for your 
special concerns. If you are interested in 
being a part of this team or have need of 
prayer, please see the prayer team after 
a Sunday service. 
 

United Methodist Women 
Christmas Event 

Tuesday, Dec. 12th @ 5:30pm 
The UMW is a group of First Church 
women who serve their church and its 
missions through study and fellowship. 
During their meetings they study God’s 
call for good works and pray for those in 
need. For more information, call the 
office @ (562) 431-0494 or 
Kathy Fellers @ (562) 296-5889, 
Renate Carnegie (562) 881-5918. 

Continued prayers for Jeanie Barnett, 
Jane Barrett, George Thompson, 
Virginia Haley and their caregivers and 
others in our church family in need of 
healing. 
 

Please pray for Linda Smith’s health. 
Continue to pray for her daughter An-
dres. 
 

Anjanette Navarro requests that we keep 
her grandmother, Silvia Scott, in our 
prayers as she enters hospice. 
 
Chuck Stilwell asks for prayers for the 
crew of the Argentine submarine crisis 
and their families. 

Mary Walton and her niece, Michelle, ask 
for prayers for Michelle’s Surfside 
Methodist church in Huntington Beach. The 
pastor’s brother, who is also a pastor, 
passed away. Please keep the pastor's 
family in your prayers. 
 

    P r a y e r  N ee d s  
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Prayers for victims and survivors of 
domestic violence. 
 

We continue to pray for our military, the 
homeless (especially children) and our 
leadership of the country. 
 

We continue our prayers for world peace 
so that all can work together with God for 
the common good and our leadership of 
the country. 

Fred & Phylis Crosby received good 
news her latest PET scan shows no 
cancer cells in her body and she is in 
remission. Praise be to God. 
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Nov./Dec. Worship Schedule 

 
Sunday Worship Services 

9:30am 
 

Nov. 26th 

Christ the King Sunday 
Matthew 25:31-46 

“For the Least of These” 
 

Dec. 3rd 

1st Sunday of Advent 
Hanging of the Greens 

Communion 
 

Dec. 10th 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
St. Nicholas Visit 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 

“Wasting Time” 
 

Dec. 17th 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Psalm 126 (UMH #847) 

“Season of Senses” 
 
 

Rev. Tia Wildermuth, Pastor 
 
 
 

Life at First Church 

 
Administrative Council & Team 

Meetings 
Saturday, Jan. 13th @ 8:00am - 
(Optional Breakfast @ 7:30am) 

 
For Church Officers, Team Leaders 

& Team Members  
 

All Team Members except the Lay 
Leadership Team are asked to 
attend. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Messy Church 

Sunday, Nov., 26th 
4:30-6:30pm - Fellowship Hall 

 

Theme for the November is “Messy 
Christmas” Messy Church is a multi-
generational gathering which will be 
the last Sunday of every month. 
There will be activities, worship and 
dinner. Consider inviting your 
neighbors, families and friends.  

 
 
 
 

 
Annual Charge Conference 

Saturday, Dec. 9th 
Charge Conference @ 9:30am at 
First Church. SPPRC @ 9:00am. 

F i n a nc e  R e po r t  a s  o f  N o v e m b e r  1 5 ,  20 1 7  

 
 
 
 

“Young Explorers of the Bible” for 
Children Kindergarten to 

6th Grade  
1st & 3rd Monday @ 4:30-6:00pm 

Dec. 4th & 18th 
 

Food, Games, Singing 
and Bible Study  

 

The YEBs meet to explore the Bible and 
join together in Christian community. 
There are also games, singing and 
dinner. Everyone is encouraged to bring 
friends. 

  Monthly Year to Date Budget Year to Date 

  10/19 - 11/15/17 1/1– 11/15/17 1/1-11/15/17 

Income Totals 6,413.00 261,856.50 200,150.00 

Expense Totals 8,295.42 266,800.80 200,123.00 

Difference (1882.42) (4,944.27) 27.00 

 
 
 
 
 
A Visit from St. Nicholas,  

Bishop of Myra 
Sunday, Dec. 10th @ 9:30 am. 

Come and see the man that Santa Claus 
comes from, a real Bishop who shared 
God’s grace to all of God’s children. St. 
Nicholas will share a time with the children 
in church. After services everyone is invited 
to have their picture taken with St. Nicholas.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Services 
 

Dec. 24th 

9:30am Worship 
1st Sunday of Advent 

 

Christmas Eve 
5:00pm family service 

7:00pm traditional service 

November/December 
Upper Rooms Available 

The daily devotional Upper Room is 
available in the Narthex & Fellowship Hall. 
They do enrich your life. 
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